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What do you do with time on your hands? 

Survey says: Gardening

• 2018 National Gardening Survey –said the 
#1 reason people didn’t garden – TIME!

• During COVID-19 the U.S. gained 18.3 M
new gardeners, many under 35.

• Adults spending 2 additional hours a day 
outside during quarantine than before. 



Mintel Market Research- Consumer Trends during COVID-
19.

• 84% Americans spent more time in the 
garden than before the pandemic.

• 10% increased plant purchases from the year 
prior.

• Market research in 2020 revealed 4% 
increase in consumer spending on plants 
compared to 2018 levels. (Ben Campbell, Assoc. Prof. 
Applied Economics-UGA)



Gardening in Louisiana During COVID-19 survey



Young Homeowners = 2020 
gardening boom

According to the NGA survey, 
the 35-44 year old age 
bracket had the highest 
mean spending ($608.54) of 
all the age groups in 2019.

Greenhouse Management, April 2021



“A wave of new gardeners 
is driving growth in the 
market; how do we keep 
the momentum going?”

- Lawn & Garden Retailer Magazine, 
Consumer Trends, January 2021
LGRMAG.COM 

http://digital.lgrmag.com/i/1322968-lgr-january-2021/15?







2022 Consumer Trends

Edible gardens continue to 
soar with the highest 
growth in seed starting and 
container growing. 

Garden Media – Garden Trends Reports 2022



What they want

1.Container plants that are 
attractive and low 
maintenance. 

2.Expect sustained growth in 
house plants. 

3.Edible plants.
4.Plants for wildlife.



Container Plants-Trending 

• Gardeners have been growing citrus 
in containers for thousands of years. 
Many of the first glasshouses, or 
orangeries, were constructed to 
grow oranges, lemons, and limes. 



Container gardening is hot

Grow to meet this 
demand.

Offer information on how 
to successfully grow citrus 
in containers to 
consumers. 



Offer container options for customers?

Why not consider selling 
containers along with 
your trees and produce? 
Carry a line of 
containers…sales are up!

@ Louisiana Nursery in BR, LA 
container sales were up 70% 
from 2019-2020.



“Mini plants are IN, especially in edible gardening”.

By choosing dwarf citrus 
trees, you can grow fruits 
in the ground or in 
containers on your patio 
or balcony.

Flying dragon trifoliate
for dwarfing trees.  - 10 
foot diameters 
recommended for any of 
the citrus using this 
rootstock.   

Garden Media’s 2021 Garden Trends Report 



Dwarf Fruit Selections
'Meyer Improved' Lemon (Citrus limon 'Meyer 
Improved'), lemon-orange hybrid, has a sweeter 
mellower flavor – cold hardy. 

'Owari Satsuma' Mandarin- hardy satsuma (Citrus 
reticulata 'Owari') will grow well in areas that are 
generally too cool for most citrus types. Fall harvest.

'Bearss Seedless' Lime (Citrus aurantifolia 'Dwarf 
Bearss Seedless') –large, mostly seedless fruits.  It is a 
heavy producer with fruit ripening in winter to early 
spring. Several harvests. 

Sweet 'Oroblanco Grapefruit (Citrus paradisi
'Oroblanco'), a grapefruit-pumelo hybrid. Frost-
tolerant, sweet, thick-rinded, seedless grapefruit. 
Winter harvest. 12 feet if planted in the ground, 
container it can be kept to 6 feet.  

https://www.monrovia.com/improved-meyer-lemon.html
https://www.monrovia.com/owari-satsuma-mandarin-orange.html
https://www.monrovia.com/dwarf-bearss-seedless-lime.html
https://citrusvariety.ucr.edu/citrus/oroblanco.html


2022 Consumer Trends-
How COVID-19 Changed 
Consumer Behaviors

“57% global consumers had increased concern 
about their immune system because of COVID-
19.

87% of U.S. consumers are interested in 
products with immune boosting ingredients, 
and 78% of those consumers are interested in 
vitamin C.

Citrus has benefited from this focus on 
immunity due to vitamin C and potassium = 
Good News for the industry.

Citrus has taken off and will continue to be 
paired with health-forward foods that boast 
properties for immune function support.”

Consumers want immune boosting foods.



CONVENIENCE

• NGA survey- 2019- 14% of garden and 
grocery shopping - online.

• Grocery curbside pick up increased 90% 
during quarantine, did garden sales do 
the same?

• People are still shopping, just differently .
• 1/4 of Americans spent more 

money while social distancing.
• Shoppers want convenience & speed . 

Goal = Efficiency. 



Multiple types on one tree?

• Graft multiple buds  onto 
the same rootstock -
making a lemon, lime 
orange tree or more.

• Remember-today’s 
consumer wants 
convenience and efficiency!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
T budding is the most common method.



Want to stand out? Offer unique, lesser known  
citrus….
• Pomelo (Citrus maxima)
• Blood oranges (Citrus × sinensis)
• Buddhas hand (Citrus medica var. 

sarcodactylis)
• Kumquats – Citrus japonica

In addition to our loved citrus-
• Satsuma – Citrus unshiu
• Sweet Oranges – Citrus sinensis
• Grapefruit – Citrus x paradisi
• Lemons – Citrus reticulata
• Limes – Citrus spp.

(Persian lime Citrus x latifolia) 
Keylime (C. x aurantifolia) 

Eddie Romero sells pomelo $5/each
Fruit Orchard in New Iberia, LA





Fruit and foliage-used in flower arrangements
• Use fruit in arrangements.
• Foliage and fruit also can be used in arrangements. 
• Show this on your websites and social media, this will 

increase demand for citrus…in a new, exciting way. 



Citrus Flowers – edible delicacy? 
• Edible flowers are trendy!
• Advertise this…
• Sell and attach a recipe. 

Citrus Flower Preserves

Orange Blossom Cake

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Citrus flowers are complete perfect flowersThey pollinate themselvesThey also thin themselves – BONUS!!!Insects are not needed, but can help. 



Trends in Gardening
According to McKinsey’s “stickiness 
test,” 75% of the new gardeners will 
keep growing post-pandemic. -Garden 
Trends 2022

78% of gardeners believe you don’t 
need a big outdoor area to garden. 

8 in 10 young people think gardening 
is “cool” –and more than half would 
rather go to a garden center than a 
nightclub. 



From delivery to curbside 
pickup,
the supply chain has 
changed
forever. Successful 
businesses of
the future will shift their 
models &
be flexible to quick change.

© 2020 Garden Media Group



Keep the momentum going

Innovation House Plants E-Commerce

Edible Plants Gardening for 
Wildlife.

Organic & 
Natural 

Products



How will the industry retain these new gardeners? 

• Answer: Education at the consumer’s 
fingertips—provide information 
efficiently. 

• Homeowners don’t believe you need a 
big space to garden.

• As people spend more time at home, 
they are looking to create spaces to 
relax and are gardening with intent. 

• Bridge the gap from growers to 
consumers through educational 
programming, and outreach.  Partner 
through associations?   



Strategies For Businesses During the boom-
Conservative optimism

• Conservative approach to large capital 
expenditures-best in the short term.

• Automation investments can provide good ROI 
and help growers scale up without adding 
additional labor costs.

• No giant expansion this year - focus on 
sharpening/new e-commerce capabilities?

• Make adjustments on the fly. 
• Invest in economically feasible technologies -

automation, provide consumers directly 
through online sales, new or non-traditional 
markets.” -Ariana Torres, Assoc. Prof. - Purdue 
Ag Econ



Thank You

Links
lsuagcenter.com

Email
hkirkballard@agcenter.lsu.edu

Phone
225-578-7527
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